
Black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus)—As described in our February 4, 2000, 12-
month finding (65 FR 5476), black-tailed prairie dog populations have been significantly
reduced and are subject to several persistent threats. We believe that various threats (especially
plague) continue to cause local extirpations that could lead to the species becoming vulnerable in
a significant portion of its range. Additionally, the species may have difficulty coping with
challenges without the advantage of its historic abundance and wide distribution.  Accordingly,
the vulnerability of the species to population reductions may be related less to its absolute
numbers than to the number of colonies in which it exists, their size, their geospatial
relationship, existing barriers to immigration and emigration, and the number and nature of the
direct threats to the species. The apparent magnitude of the disease threat may be mitigated to
some degree by new information that indicates that limited immune response is possible in some
individuals and by new information that a population dynamic may have developed in
lowdensity, isolated populations that may contribute to the persistence of depressed populations.
Nevertheless, we conclude that the magnitude of this threat to the black-tailed prairie dog
remains moderate due to other influences. Additionally, the threat of disease remains imminent.
We have reviewed the 12-month finding that projected likely future black-tailed prairie dog
population trends. We conclude that this projection remains generally appropriate despite new
information from which we infer that the magnitude of the disease threat to the species may be
somewhat less than previously determined. While positive steps to conserve and manage
blacktailed prairie dogs have been made by some States and Tribes, more conservation work will
be needed by all States, Tribes, and Federal agencies to sufficiently reduce threats to the species.
The overall magnitude and immediacy of threats to this species remain unchanged since the 12-
month finding was published with a listing priority number of 8.
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TABLE 1.—CANDIDATE NOTICE OF REVIEW (ANIMALS AND PLANTS)—Continued

Status Lead
region Scientific name Family Common name Historic range 

Category Priority 

PE .............. 3 R1 Urocyon littoralis 
catalinae.

Canidae ........................... Fox, Santa Catalina Is-
land.

U.S.A. (CA). 

PE .............. 3 R1 Urocyon littoralis 
santacruzae.

Canidae ........................... Fox, Santa Cruz Island ... U.S.A. (CA). 

PE .............. 3 R1 Urocyon littoralis 
santarosae.

Canidae ........................... Fox, Santa Rosa Island .. U.S.A. (CA). 

C* ............... 3 R7 Enhydra lutris kenyoni .... Mustelidae ....................... Otter, Northern Sea 
(southwest Alaska 
DPS).

U.S.A. (AK). 

C ................ 6 R1 Thomomys mazama (all 
ssp.).

Geomyidae ...................... Pocket gopher, Mazama U.S.A. (WA). 

C* ............... 8 R6 Cynomys ludovicianus .... Sciuridae ......................... Prairie dog, black-tailed .. U.S.A. (AZ, CO, KS, MT, NE, NM, ND, 
OK, SD, TX, WY), Canada, Mexico. 

PE .............. N/A R1 Brachylagus idahoensis .. Leporidae ........................ Rabbit, pygmy (Columbia 
Basin DPS).

U.S.A. (CA, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, 
WY). 

C ................ 6 R1 Spermophilus 
tereticaudus chlorus.

Sciuridae ......................... Squirrel, Coachella Valley 
round-tailed ground.

U.S.A. (CA). 

C* ............... 3 R1 Spermophilus brunneus 
endemicus.

Sciuridae ......................... Squirrel, Southern Idaho 
ground.

U.S.A. (ID). 

C* ............... 2 R1 Spermophilus 
washingtoni.

Sciuridae ......................... Squirrel, Washington 
ground.

U.S.A. (WA, OR). 

Birds 

C ................ 6 R1 Porzana tabuensis .......... Rallidae ........................... Crake, spotless (Amer-
ican Samoa DPS).

U.S.A. (AS), Fiji, Marquesas, Poly-
nesia, Philippines, Australia, Society 
Islands, Tonga, Western Samoa. 

C ................ 5 R1 Oreomystis bairdi ............ Fringillidae ....................... Creeper, Kauai ................ U.S.A. (HI). 
C* ............... 6 R1 Coccyzus americanus 

occidentalis.
Cuculidae ........................ Cuckoo, western yellow-

billed (Western U.S. 
DPS).

U.S.A. (AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, 
OR, TX, UT, WA, WY), Canada, 
Mexico, Central & South America. 

C ................ 6 R1 Gallicolumba stairi ........... Columbidae ..................... Dove, friendly ground 
(American Samoa 
DPS).

U.S.A. (AS), Fiji, Tonga, Western 
Samoa. 

C ................ 6 R1 Ptilinopus perousii 
perousii.

Columbidae ..................... Dove, many-colored fruit U.S.A. (AS). 

C* ............... 5 R6 Centrocercus minimus .... Phasianidae .................... Grouse, Gunnison sage .. U.S.A. (AZ, CO, KS, OK, NM, UT). 
C* ............... 6 R1 Centrocercus 

urophasianus phaios.
Phasianidae .................... Grouse, western (Colum-

bia basin DPS).
U.S.A. (OR, WA), Canada (BC). 

C ................ 6 R1 Eremophila alpestris 
strigata.

Alaudidae ........................ Horned lark, streaked ..... U.S.A. (OR, WA), Canada (BC). 

PT .............. 2 R6 Charadrius montanus ...... Charadriidae .................... Plover, mountain ............. U.S.A. (western), Canada, Mexico. 
C* ............... 8 R2 Tympanuchus 

pallidicinctus.
Phasianidae .................... Prairie-chicken, lesser ..... U.S.A. (CO, KA, NM, OK, TX). 

C* ............... 3 R1 Oceanodroma castro ...... Hyrobatidae ..................... Storm-petrel, band-
rumped (Hawaii DPS).

U.S.A. (HI). 

C ................ 5 R4 Dendroica angelae .......... Emberizidae .................... Warbler, elfin woods ....... U.S.A. (PR). 
PE .............. 2 R1 Zosterops rotensis .......... Zosteropidae ................... White-eye, Rota bridled .. U.S.A. (MP). 

Reptiles 

C ................ 2 R2 Sceloporus arenicolus ..... Iguanidae ........................ Lizard, sand dune ........... U.S.A. (TX, NM). 
C ................ 9 R3 Sistrurus catenatus 

catenatus.
Viperidae ......................... Massasauga 

(=rattlesnake), eastern.
U.S.A. (IA, IL, IN, MI, MO, MN, NY, 

OH, PA, WI), Canada. 
C ................ 6 R4 Pituophis melanoleucus 

lodingi.
Colubridae ....................... Snake, black pine ........... U.S.A. (AL, LA, MS). 

C* ............... 5 R4 Pituophis ruthveni ........... Colubridae ....................... Snake, Louisiana pine .... U.S.A. (LA, TX). 
C* ............... 5 R2 Graptemys caglei ............ Emydidae ........................ Turtle, Cagle’s map ......... U.S.A. (TX). 
C ................ 3 R2 Kinosternon sonoriense 

longifemorale.
Kinosternidae .................. Turtle, Sonoyta mud ....... U.S.A. (AZ), Mexico. 

Amphibians 

PT .............. 2 R2 Rana chiricahuensis ........ Ranidae ........................... Frog, Chiricahua leopard U.S.A. (AZ, NM), Mexico. 
C* ............... 3 R1 Rana luteiventris ............. Ranidae ........................... Frog, Columbia spotted 

(Great Basin DPS).
U.S.A. (ID, NV, OR). 

PE .............. (1) R1 Rana muscosa ................ Ranidae ........................... Frog, mountain yellow-
legged (southern Cali-
fornia DPS).

U.S.A. (CA, NV) including San Diego, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, 
and Los Angeles Counties. 

C* ............... 2 R1 Rana pretiosa .................. Ranidae ........................... Frog, Oregon spotted ...... U.S.A. (CA, OR, WA), Canada (BC). 
C ................ 5 R1 Rana onca ....................... Ranidae ........................... Frog, relict leopard .......... U.S.A. (AZ, NV, UT). 
C ................ 6 R4 Cryptobranchus 

alleganiensis bishopi.
Crytobranchidae .............. Hellbender, Ozark ........... U.S.A. (AR, MO). 

C ................ 2 R2 Eurycea waterlooensis .... Plethodontidae ................ Salamander, Austin blind U.S.A. (TX). 
C* ............... 5 R1 Ambystoma californiense Ambystomatidae ............. Salamander, California 

tiger (Entire, except 
Sonoma County and 
where listed as endan-
gered).

U.S.A. (CA). 
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